When you go to the hospital…………

· Bring a rigid container to store your hearing aids / speech processor in during your stay.  (Make sure it has your name and address on it).  Do not wrap them in a tissue and put them on the bed side table.  Many hearing aids are thrown out by accident because of this.  Put them in the container and in a drawer when not in use.  
· If you need your hearing device re-attached or your HA inserted in your ears after surgery, make a plan with hospital staff for them to either perform this or get permission for a friend or family member to come into ICU to do the re-attachment.

· If you are a deaf signer, you will need a qualified / certified sign language interpreter to be available during intake, recovery and awakening from sedation.  
· It is always wise have a friend or family member with you during intake, doctor consultation, recovery instructions, etc.  It is good to have another person listening to the instructions in case you miss something.  
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Provided by  Deaf and Hard of Hearing Advocacy Services at

Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services of the Treasure Coast, Inc.
1016 NE Jensen Beach Blvd.,  Jensen Beach, FL 34957

772-334-2233 voice, 2299 fax/tdd
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