FLORIDA COORDINATING COUNCIL FOR THE DEAF AND HARD OF HEARING

QUARTERLY MEETING

NOVEMBER 13, 2008
TELECONFERENCE

Call-in Number: 1-888-808-6959

Conference Code: 6463553 #

Meeting Minutes

1:33 p.m. EST, Meeting Convened. (Due to technical problems, the meeting convened about one-half hour late.)
Julie Church, Chair, began with a roll call of Council.
Council members present:  Julie Church, Chair, Mary Moore, Joan Haber, Judy Martin, Lois Maroney, Susan Herring, Kim Gaut, Lisa Schaefermeyer, Sherilyn Adler, Cindy Simon, Randy Ellsworth, John Jackson, Dawn Saunders
Council members absent: Sarah Harris, Vicki Johnson and Eloise Williams.

Staff members present: Karen Anderson, DOH Liaison to the Council, Mary Grace Tavel, Assistant to the Council and Valerie Stafford-Mallis, Outreach Coordinator.
Accommodations: Rose Laberdia, CART Provider, ACS.

Guests: Emily Taylor-Snell, Sharon Caserta and Chris Wagner.
Julie Church welcomed everyone and reviewed the ground rules for being recognized to 

speak on the call. Julie then began by asking if someone wanted to make a motion to adopt the agenda. Dawn Saunders made a motion to adopt the agenda, John Jackson seconded the motion, and the motion carried by voice vote.

Valerie Stafford-Mallis presented a report of the Outreach activities in which she had been engaged for the past quarter. Dawn Saunders asked if the Council could consider approaching the Rehabilitation Council for the Blind. Joan Haber added that she thought meetings of the Governor’s Commission on Disabilities should be a high priority.

In place of Eloise Williams who was unable to attend, Karen Anderson then presented the state of the budget. Questions were asked and there was some discussion about the status of the $15,000 committed for the Legal Systems Accessibility Task Force (LSATF) video [not gone out for bids yet], and whether more dollars could be allocated for the Outreach travel budget. Karen to investigate the feasibility of increasing in Outreach position monies.
Julie Church asked for a consensus allowing Sharon Caserta, co-chair of the Legal Systems Accessibility Task Force (LSATF), to give the task force report, since Lisa Schaefermeyer had left the line and not returned, and everyone assented.

Sharon Caserta reported on the status of the video and the collaboration with a grant project (the Quantum Project). The next task force meeting is December 5th, in Orlando.
Julie Church then opened a discussion on the Strategic Plan. [Lisa Schaefermeyer and Lois Maroney re-joined the teleconference—technical difficulties had prevented them from getting back on the line]. Julie gave a short history of the strategic plan and then asked the new members to answer some goal-oriented questions for homework.

Mary Grace Tavel announced that the Governor’s Commission on Disabilities had just sent an e-mail with the dates of their upcoming meeting: December 1 & 2, 2008 in Tallahassee.

Julie Church reminded everyone that there was no formal “public comment” portion of the meeting, but that people could register their comments at the website and staff would read them on Friday.

Meeting adjourned at 3:02 p.m., EST.

FLORIDA COORDINATING COUNCIL FOR THE DEAF AND HARD OF HEARING

QUARTERLY MEETING

NOVEMBER 14, 2008

TELECONFERENCE

Call-in Number: 1-888-808-6959

Conference Code: 2452268 #

Meeting Minutes

9:25 a.m. EST, Meeting Convened. 

Julie Church, Chair, began with a roll call of Council.

Council members present:  Julie Church, Chair, Mary Moore, Joan Haber, Judy Martin, Lois Maroney, Susan Herring, Kim Gaut, Sherilyn Adler, Cindy Simon, John Jackson, Dawn Saunders and Lisa Schaefermeyer.

Council members absent: Sarah Harris, Vicki Johnson, Eloise Williams and Randy Ellsworth.

Staff members present: Karen Anderson, DOH Liaison to the Council, Mary Grace Tavel, Assistant to the Council and Valerie Stafford-Mallis, Outreach Coordinator.

Guests: Emily Taylor-Snell, Florida Outreach Project.

CART services were provided by Rose Lebedia of ACS.

Julie Church began by going over the etiquette of the teleconference, reminding people to identify themselves each time they spoke, and going over the amended agenda.
Julie Church immediately moved on to the new members (Mary Moore, Judy Martin, Lois Maroney, Susan, Kim, Sherilyn Adler, and Cindy Simon) asking their answers to the prior days’ questions regarding the Strategic Plan and the future of the Council.

Lisa Schaefermeyer joined the call just after Mary Moore spoke.

Next, Julie Church went through each of the goals listed on page iii of the Strategic Plan Report and gave a status report on each one. One of the goals not yet met was re-gaining the support of, or engaging, the stakeholder groups who make up the core of the Council, such as FAD (Florida Association of the Deaf). One suggestion was for Valerie Stafford-Mallis to create a PowerPoint focusing on the Council. ACTION: Valerie to create the PowerPoint. A second suggestion was to put out action items from the meeting, or a meeting summary, or post them on the website, due to the necessary delay in posting the meeting minutes. ACTION: Mary Grace Tavel and Valerie Stafford-Mallis to pursue this.
Mary Moore suggested strongly that there be more ASL on the website, as a lot of users are not native-English speakers and the website is currently relying on the written word. ACTION: Mary Grace and Valerie to pursue.

Employment opportunities and an employment task force was discussed. Valerie Stafford-Mallis is going to volunteer to be on the Governor’s Commission on Disabilities employment task force. (ACTION—DONE).
Communication modes were discussed, and it was stressed that the Council did not endorse one mode over another, but would disseminate information on all modes equally. 

The functionality of the website was discussed again. ACTION--Dawn Saunders to e-mail Valerie Stafford-Mallis examples of website that allow changing the interface depending on the user’s level of vision.

Julie Church then opened up a discussion of the 2008-2009  Report to the Governor and Legislature. Karen Anderson emphasized that the report needs to be as short as humanly possible, so that it will get read and not tossed in a heap. Consensus was that the content should update some of the statistics in the 2007 report, and draw very sharp contrasts between services available for people with hearing loss and services available for other citizens with disabilities.

A report writing committee was organized consisting of Julie Church, Joan Haber, Kim Gaut and Lisa Schaefermeyer. All Council members were asked to review the governor’s Commission on Disabilities 2007 Report and see where there was a need and provide a paragraph or two of suggested content to Mary Grace Tavel.—ACTION by all!
Dawn Saunders left the meeting due to a deadline.

Joan Haber made a motion authorizing Julie Church, Chair of the Council, to lead the production of the 2008-2009 report from the Council. Lisa Schaefermeyer seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously by all remaining members.

Lisa Schaefermeyer gave an additional report of the Legal Systems Accessibility Task Force, and asked if unused moneys (from the voted on $15,000 for the video) could be used for other purposes (such as duplication, printing of accompanying materials) if not specifically needed for the video. No further discussion was had.
Joan Haber made a motion to approve the August meeting minutes. John Jackson seconded the motion. The motion passed, with Julie Church voting in the affirmative.

There was discussion of having a teleconference at the end of January to discuss the Rally that’s being planned at the Capitol on March 12, 2009.

The next council meeting is March 13, 2009, in Tallahassee. Mary Grace Tavel was instructed to pursue a May 14 & 15, 2009 meeting in the Orlando area.

Meeting adjourned at 11:30 a.m., EST. 

ACTION ITEMS

FCCDHH QUARTERLY MEETING

NOVEMBER 13 & 14, 2008

TELECONFERENCE

(1) Karen to investigate the feasibility of increasing in Outreach position monies.

(2) One suggestion was for Valerie Stafford-Mallis to create a PowerPoint focusing on the Council. ACTION: Valerie to create the PowerPoint.

(3) A second suggestion was to put out action items from the meeting, or a meeting summary, or post them on the website, due to the necessary delay in posting the meeting minutes. ACTION: Mary Grace Tavel and Valerie Stafford-Mallis to pursue this.

(4) Mary Moore suggested strongly that there be more ASL on the website, as a lot of users are not native-English speakers and the website is currently relying on the written word. ACTION: Mary Grace Tavel and Valerie Stafford-Mallis to pursue.

(5) Employment opportunities and an employment task force was discussed. Valerie Stafford-Mallis is going to volunteer to be on the Governor’s Commission on Disabilities employment task force. (ACTION—DONE).

(6) Dawn Saunders to e-mail Valerie Stafford-Mallis examples of website that allow changing the interface depending on the user’s level of vision. (DONE)

(7) All Council members were asked to review the governor’s Commission on Disabilities 2007 Report and see where there was a need and provide a paragraph or two of suggested content to Mary Grace Tavel.—ACTION by all!

(8) Julie Church, Chair of the Council, to lead the production of the 2008-2009 report from the Council. (IN PROCESS)
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