FLORIDA COORDINATING COUNCIL FOR THE DEAF AND HARD OF HEARING

QUARTERLY MEETING

AUGUST 7, 2008

EMBASSY SUITES

MIAMI INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

3974 NW SOUTH RIVER DRIVE

MIAMI, FLORIDA 33142

Meeting Minutes

12:30 Meeting Convened.

Joan Haber, Chair called the meeting to order and asked the Council members and staff to introduce themselves.
Council members present:  Joan Haber, Chair, Sarah Harris, Eloise Williams, John Jackson, Lois Maroney, Randy Ellsworth, Lisa Schaefermeyer, Melvin Herring, Dawn Saunders, and Staff, Karen Anderson, Liaison with the Department of Health, Mary Grace Tavel, Council Assistant and Valerie Stafford-Mallis, Outreach Coordinator for the Council.
Council members absent: None.
Joan Haber introduced the accommodations providers: Louis from CODASound, Amanda Brata, SSP, and the interpreters from Innovative Communication Services for the Deaf.
Joan Haber then introduced Julie Shaw, the moderator of the roundtable discussion.

Julie Shaw began the roundtable discussion by asking everyone in the audience and on the telephone to identify themselves and state why they were involved.
After all persons in the room had stated their reasons for attending, she asked the members on the telephone to state theirs. She then identified the commonalities and the unity of all who were attending the roundtable, regardless of the words used in the message: that all persons with disabilities have equal access in Florida.

Barrier: Infighting.
Comments?

The Past: Presented by Julie Church. She gave the history of the Summit and the inception of the Council—the purpose of which was to get stable and permanent funding for services for the deaf.

1:50 Break, due to technical problems.
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2:10 Meeting resumed.

Julie Shaw expounded on the creation of the Council, emphasizing that the legislators wanted everyone in the community on the same page.

Joan Haber took the floor to discuss the present. Joan started by telling everyone that the original goal was to create a Commission on Deafness, which was agreed to at the Summit. A Commission has more authority to get things done and is funded by a line item in the budget. She then quoted language from F.S. § 413.271 which created the Council and delineates what the Council is allowed to do.

Julie Shaw re-took the floor to summarize what had been decided: the over-arching conclusion was that new legislation is needed in order to accomplish goals.
One entity

Independent

Requires licensure of ASL interpreters to start

Expanded staff support

Inclusive—diversity

Advocative and Supportive

501(c)(3) organization

50% deaf and 50% hearing membership on the Council
She then asked people to dream big and articulate their dreams. And they did.

Julie then spoke to the process of creating a new entity.

(1) Acquire sponsors.

(2) Acquire additional co-sponsors from both sides of the aisle and both parties.

(3) Draft bill; identify sources of funding

(4) Acquire letters of support from individuals and groups.

(5) Monitor legislative activity.

(6) Communicate the legislative activity to communication trees.
(7) Plan Deaf, hard of hearing, late-deafened and deaf-blind awareness day at the Capitol. Take over the 22nd floor of the Capitol. Bring the communities up to Tallahassee from around the state. Serve lunch. Don’t limit yourselves to a rally.

(8) Make appointments at the Capitol and on the local level.

How to get sponsors:

Create the story (i.e., use public comment to tell stories that are compelling).
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Identify the leadership in the House of Representatives; identify the majority party and befriend them.

Choose sponsors with a visible commitment to persons with disabilities. Do your homework. The people who say they are reliable are probably the most unreliable. Let their actions speak for themselves.

Who has a history of sponsoring disability bills? Look at the organizations they belong to and use those associations as a tool. Approach them in those settings. Let them see your commonality with them.

Sponsors Committee:

Kelly Greene with Miami CIL offered to talk. Mary Moore joined her. Lissette Molina raised her hand. Kim Gaut volunteered. Joan Haber volunteered. Lazara Villa volunteered as well. Lissette Molina volunteered to be the chair of this committee. Joan volunteered that Senator Bennett had offered to help in this endeavor. He is running for re-election unopposed. Julie Shaw said anyone not up for election or running unopposed can file a bill at this time, they don’t have to wait until November. Senator Wilson can be asked. Senator Wise is another Senator who has demonstrated interest and concern. Dawn Saunders said Representative Kelly was taking on blind issues this session. Someone suggested Nan Rich. Julie Shaw cautioned that all legislative allies not be from the same geographical area. Senator Peaden would be a good person to approach.
Drafting of Bill Committee:

Compare statutes—Karen Anderson already has drafted a matrix.

Lynn Miskiel, Jennifer Jones, Julie Shaw, Julie Church, Cindy Simon. Julie Shaw offered to take the lead.

Acquiring Co-Sponsors:

Judy Martin volunteered, and members of the sponsorship committee, once the sponsors are committed.
Acquiring Letters of Support:

All: Deaf, Hard of Hearing, ALDA and D-B Association

Other Disability Groups

Department of Health

Governor’s Staff

Legislative Staff of Assigned Committee

Volunteers: Judy Martin to take the lead, Emily Taylor-Snell, Todd Elliott, Kim Gaut, Julie Shaw.

Monitoring Legislative Activities:
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Sarah Harris, Randy Ellsworth, Valerie Stafford-Mallis to take the lead, along with Chris Littlewood, Eloise Williams.
Communication Trees: Responses must be extremely timely.

Joan Haber to take the lead, Lois Maroney, Sarah Harris, Dawn Saunders, Alysse Rasmussen, ASL teachers to assist.
Action: create list of committees with each person’s affiliation and disseminate it to the committees
Planning the Legislative Day:

Lois Maroney to take the lead, Lissette Molina, Sherilyn Adler, Cindy Simon, Cecil Bradley, Vicki Johnson

Julie Shaw reiterated that she was more than willing to provide the technical assistance, not just with the Legislative Day planning, but all the committees.

Julie Shaw’s phone number is: 1-386-255-1812.

3:45 pm: Break.

4:11 pm: Meeting Resumed.
Joan Haber, Chair,  convened the Public Comment portion of the meeting.

First Julie Shaw recapped the earlier session and assigned leads to the committees created during the Roundtable.

Next, Joan Haber asked the Council and staff to introduce themselves to the audience.

Joan Haber began the session by announcing that she had received a phone call during the Roundtable Discussion, naming the new members to the Council. They are:
Sherilyn Adler (Alexander Graham Bell)
Cindy Simon (Audiologists)
Barbara Chorino Salerno (Florida Association of the Deaf)
Julie Church (parent of a child who is deaf)
Susan Herring (member who is deaf-blind)
Vicki Johnson (CART providers)
Judy Martin (Hearing Loss Association of Florida)
Kim Gaut (deaf service center association)
FCCDHH Quarterly meeting

August 7, 2008

Miami, Florida

Joan Haber then introduced the accommodations providers: providing CART, Tanya Ward English; providing Sound, CODASound, Louis; and interpreters.

Joan Haber then stated the purpose of the public hearing and read the mission statement. The meeting was opened to Public Comment.
(1) Chris Littlewood from St. Petersburg College: He is a strong advocate for CART, the accommodation of choice for most late-deafened adults. National Terrorism Preparedness Institute has put out a captioned video that also has American Sign Language on the side and he is seeking input as to what else is needed. Action: MG to get him contact information for Reid Jaffe.

(2) Nellie Pohlmeyer: She wanted to stress that SSPs (Support Service Providers) are vital to the deaf-blind, for their independence, as is transportation assistance. There is no SSP program in Florida and she gave an example of a lady who was deaf-blind and denied transportation because no one wanted to take the responsibility.

(3) Jason Hay-Southwell: He is an interpreter who grew up with relatives who were  deaf. His concerns are FCAT waivers; sign language interpreter licensure; RID Views is beginning to require colleges to start making a list of accredited schools; Newborn infant screening program—he explained the procedure in Sweden for educating parents of deaf children and children of deaf adults (CODAs).

(4) Todd Elliott, a Miami resident: He asked if the Council had discussed laws as to whether a lawyer can be required to get an interpreter for a deaf client? Could there be a central fund? Does the Council have any ideas for a specific approach for interpreters for medical appointments?
(5) John Paul Jebian: There’s an SRP program at the CIL which is really fine, but there needs to be more focus on K-12. Deaf teachers trying to get their certification often fail because of two questions, like about reading lips.
(6) Darlene Watson who lived in Miami for 21 years: There used to be a state organization in this area that oversaw education, VR. The FCCDHH doesn’t have the power to carry out the recommendations in its 2006 and 2007 reports. She wears a hearing aid, got an ear infection, was stopped by police and now has a felony record, all because she didn’t wear a hearing aid. Department of children and Families  has a 1988 law which addresses this, but with staff changeover most aren’t aware of the law. 
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(7) Emily Taylor-Snell: She wanted to share some resources and information that concerns deaf-blind students and equal access. Some Vocational Rehabilitation counselors are upset with the Order of Selection as it exists right now, and if you are not currently receiving services nothing is going forward. Emily asked for solidarity—a letter or some show of support on FCCDHH website would be very welcome. She handed out prepared packets to the Council.
(8) Jane Asorey: Represents Amerigroup Medical Care, which provides insurance to patients who qualify for Medicaid or Medicare (and there is no pre-existing condition clause). Her group provides a hearing aid allowance for both their Medicaid and Medicare product. They have a network of physician providers and the group supplies interpreters for the physicians.

(9) Tami Hassler: It is her first Council meeting, and she is a board member for the American Society for Deaf Children. They are having their 2009 convention in Oklahoma. She wants to encourage the Council to have or support a position or seat or organization that advocates on behalf of deaf children. www.deafchildren.org.   www.dbcusa.org. (bilingual coalition). Would like a deaf mentoring program.

(10) Jennifer Jones: Executive Director of the Alliance for Families of Deaf Children. 

(11) Lynn Miskiel: She talked about funding. There is a project she wanted to present to the Council for guidance. A child in the public schools has an Individualized Education Plan (IEP) that is coded onto a matrix and points are assigned to get the funding level for that child. There is no special consideration for children (birth to age 22) who are deaf or hard of hearing. She gave copies of the matrix to the Council.

(12) Lisa Melee, resource director with the Alliance for Aging in Miami Dade.  www. Allianceforaging.org 305-670-6500. She shared resources with the Council.

(13) Joan Haber read a public comment which had been submitted via the website, which was essentially a statement that there are drug and alcohol centers in Florida and gave a list of cities where treatment centers are located.

5:42 p.m.:  Public Comment ended.
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Joan Haber asked the new Council members to come to the microphone and introduce themselves.

(1) Sherilyn Adler: Represents Alexander Graham Bell

(2) Cindy Simon: Audiologist. 
(3) Vicki Johnson, Communication Access Realtime Translation (CART) provider from Keystone Heights, and a broadcast captioner.

(4) Judy Martin, Hearing Loss Association of Florida representative from Jacksonville.
(5) Kim Gaut, representing the Deaf Service Center Association, from Port Charlotte. 

The plan is to orient the new Council members who can be in attendance at 8:30 a.m. on Friday. Interpreters are not needed until 9:00 a.m.

5:58 p.m.: Meeting adjourned.
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Orientation meeting convened at 8:30 am

Joan Haber, Chair, introduced people in attendance for the orientation: Joan Haber, Chair, Karen Anderson, DOH Liaison to Council, Mary Grace Tavel, Council Assistant and Valerie Stafford-Mallis, Outreach Coordinator for Council.
Joan Haber  introduced the new Council members in attendance: Judy Martin, HLA-FL, Kim Gaut, DSC, Vicki Johnson, CART provider and Sherilyn Adler, AG Bell.

Joan Haber introduced the service providers in attendance, Tonya Ward English, CART provider for ACS communications and Louis from CODASound.

Karen Anderson distributed the agenda for the orientation and began the orientation. She explained how the Council members were appointed and what constituted “conflict of interest.” Karen also explained that Council members were responsible for recusing themselves from voting if they perceived a potential conflict of interest.

Karen Anderson then quoted from F.S. § 413.271 as to Council duties and then quoted selected portions from the Code of Ethics. 

Karen Anderson introduced John Jackson to discuss the Sunshine Law in the State of Florida. The Sunshine Law is divided into two parts, the Open Records Law and the Public Meetings Law. 

Action: Mary Grace to get updated electronic copy of the Sunshine law, a copy of the policies and procedures and a copy of the enabling statute for new members.

Meeting adjourned at 9:01 a.m. for a five-minute break.
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Unable to attend the orientation were:

Cindy Simon, Audiologist
Barbara Chortina Salerno, Florida Association of the Deaf
Julie Church, parent of a deaf child

Susan Herring, person who is deaf-blind
Meeting began at 9:11 a.m.

Roll call was taken, and Joan Haber introduced the service providers. Randy Ellsworth made a motion to accept the minutes of the May 2008 Council meeting and John Jackson seconded the motion. The motion carried unopposed.
The next item of business was a review of the roundtable discussion from the previous day. The committees were:
(1) Bill Drafting:

Lynn Miskiel, Cindy Simon, Julie Shaw Jennifer Jones, and Julie Church volunteered for this committee. Senator Bennett’s aide said she would be willing to help draft the bill. There is already similar proviso language out there, as Julie Shaw pointed out yesterday—why re-invent the wheel?

Action: Mary Grace to get committee set up for teleconference, possibly two.
Action: Valerie Stafford-Mallis to contact Julie Shaw and ask her to set up milestones and dates.

(2) Acquiring Sponsors:

(3)Acquiring Co-Sponsors:

Same committee as acquiring sponsors

(4) Acquiring letters of support:

Judy Martin, Emily Taylor-Snell, Todd Elliott, Kim Gaut, Julie Shaw

(5) Day at the Capitol:

(6) Monitoring Legislation:
(7) Communication Tree Branch Leaders:
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Consensus: Karen Anderson to ask (ACTION) Julie Meadows-Keefe to come to the Council meeting in November and address the questions of the Council regarding the Day at the Capitol.

Lois Maroney will attempt to get a calendar date for the day at the Capitol, (ACTION) and coordinate with Julie Shaw for roadmap and also to get information offered by Eloise Williams.

Joan Haber pointed out that the strategic planning committee started all this, but we don’t really have a strategic plan document.

ACTION: Teleconference for Strategic Planning Committee (Karen, John, Julie, Joan).
John Jackson made a motion that the Council approve the committee structure set up by Julie Shaw on August 7, 2008. Judy Martin seconded the motion. All voted yes, with the exception of Lois Maroney who voted no. 

John Jackson made a motion that Karen Anderson and Mary Grace ask for a teleconference with the Department of Health legal team; Randy Ellsworth seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

10:30 a.m.: Break for checkout.

10:50 am, Meeting resumed. 

Discussion of public hearing was had, and several suggestions were received about meeting room setup.

Lisa Schaefermeyer gave the Legal Systems Accessibility Task Force report. She invited everyone to the meeting next Friday in Orlando.

Action: Mary Grace to send out meeting notice to all.

Joan Haber asked Lisa Schaefermeyer to give a synopsis of the mission of the task force, for the benefit of new Council members.

Lisa announced that FRID now has an on-line searchable database. www.Fridcentral.com or www.fridcentral.org
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FRID members are currently working on a credentials list to guide consumers on how to use the database. FRID has a conference coming up October 16—19, and she invited the Council to have a booth, staffed by Valerie Stafford-Mallis.

Lisa Schaefermeyer made a motion to have the Council represented at the Conference w/ Valerie Stafford-Mallis, at a cost not to exceed $850. Sarah Harris seconded the motion. Joan called for discussion. Eloise Williams asked that the motion be delayed until after the budget discussion. John Jackson seconded that motion. Lisa agreed to re-present after the budget.

Valerie Stafford-Mallis welcomed all new Council members and outlined her job and gave a wish list for the future.
Next Eloise Williams and Karen Anderson presented the budget. Eloise explained the final budget sheets from 2007-2008. Twenty-six thousand dollars was reverted to the Department of Health, which was substantially less than the $80,000 that had been reverted in previous years.

At 12:00 noon, Julie Church joined the meeting by teleconference, and Joan welcomed Cindy Simon, who was able to join in person during the outreach report.

Karen Anderson presented the state of the budget as of the votes and suggestions taken at the last Council meeting in May 2008. 

Action: Mary Grace to pursue securing the Betty Easley Center or the Staybridge Suites.

John Jackson made a motion to rescind the vote taken at the quarterly meeting in May 2007 in Sarasota to fund a second outreach position. Randy Ellsworth seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.
Karen Anderson suggested that it would take $10,000 to bolster up Valerie’s position by an additional 10 hours a week in order to support the goals of the roundtable discussion. John Jackson suggested that we table that discussion until the next meeting and see where the roundtable committees are and what is needed then.
Joan Haber asked Lisa Schaefermeyer if she thought that the Legal systems Accessibility Task Force could use some teleconferences, instead of face-to-face meetings. Lisa responded affirmatively. Joan asked if she wanted to introduce her previous motion to fund a Council presence at the FRID convention, which she did. Sarah Harris seconded the motion. Discussion ensued. A compromise solution was reached and Lisa withdrew the motion in favor of having Sarah Harris and her daughters, as volunteers, staff the booth, hand out materials, etc.
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Karen Anderson discussed dollars available for CART and teleconferences. Joan suggested we do the next orientation in Lakeland prior to the next Council meeting.

12:42: Break

Karen Anderson and Mary Grace Tavel gave the staff report.
As an introduction to election of new officers, Joan Haber gave the history of leadership on the Council. She herself has two more years on the Council. She entertained a motion for nominations for chair. Lisa Schaefermeyer nominated Julie Church for Chair and Judy Martin seconded the motion. John Jackson nominated Sarah Harris for Chair and Dawn Saunders seconded the nomination. A vote was taken, and Julie Church was elected. Julie Church then nominated Sarah Harris as Vice-chair. Randy Ellsworth nominated Eloise Williams as Vice-chair. Eloise declined. John made the motion to accept the nomination of Sarah Harris by acclamation, which was seconded by Randy Ellsworth and unanimously approved.
Julie Church made a motion to adjourn which was seconded by John Jackson and unanimously approved.

Meeting adjourned at 1:53 p.m. 
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